Spontaneous gas gangrene in malignant lymphoma: an underreported complication?
We report a case of spontaneous gas gangrene (SGG), the most rapidly progressive form of clostridial infection, in a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL). We review the literature and examine the association between these two entities. A 43-year-old man with NHL developed fatal C. perfringens-associated SGG and massive hemolysis during induction chemotherapy. Although patients with NHL usually have several risk factors of SGG, such as bowel involvement or neutropenia, only two cases have been described previously in detail. Common features of all reports are a delayed diagnosis and a fatal outcome. Awareness of this condition should result in prompt antibiotic therapy at the onset of typical presenting symptoms in any lymphoma patient, especially if risk factors are present.